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Namita Datta, works with the World Bank, and is the Program Manager of the Solutions for 
Youth Employment (S4YE) initiative. S4YE is a multi-stakeholder global program housed in 
the World Bank that brings together over 35 private sector companies, 44 youth 
employment projects, several NGOs, leading Foundations, bilateral donors, international 
organizations and youth themselves, along with World Bank’s operations to impact the 
global youth unemployment crisis, with a focus on innovation, digital technology, and 
inclusion of vulnerable youth and women. Before taking on this role, she was Global Head 
of Let’s Work, a global program to create more and better jobs with a focus on the private 
sector. She has also led multi-sectoral operations on jobs at the country level in several 
regions including Africa, Western Balkans, and Asia. She also led the Gender work program 
for the Jobs Group. 
 
She has worked for the World Bank Group (both World Bank and IFC) for over 15 years 
working across sectors and regions. She joined the World Bank in 2006 as Governance 
Advisor of CGIAR, a global program on agriculture, where she led a team on the program’s 
governance and partnership agenda. She was a key part of the IFC Jobs Study team leading 
the analytical work on the employment impact of investments in infrastructure, developing 
a methodological approach that was later used by several IFIs and development 
organizations. As Advisor (Strategy and Policy) for IFC’s South Asia region, she was 
responsible for leading the policy dialogue on private sector development in the region 
working with several industry and operational teams on key strategic initiatives. 
 
Before joining the World Bank Group, Namita worked with the Government of India, as an 
IAS officer (India’s high-level policy making body) where she worked as Delhi’s Zonal 
Municipal Commissioner leading a large complex municipal corporation responsible for 
delivering key urban services to the city of Delhi. She also worked as Secretary (Head) of the 
Departments of Urban Development, Power and Environment in Goa, India. She holds a 
Ph.D. from Cornell University, a Master's from Columbia University, New York, and an MBA 
from the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. 
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Sunamika has 8 years of experience in large-scale youth employment, skills development, 
education and women’s economic empowerment programs with a focus on fragile and 
conflict settings. Before joining S4YE, Sunamika worked as Development and 
Communications manager for an education focused nonprofit in India where, she was 
responsible for advocacy and building financial support for the organization through 
corporate and public sector funding. 

 
Prior to this, she worked for the Government of India’s National Rural Livelihoods Mission, 
where she supported designing of region wise strategies for skilling of rural poor youth and 
linking with entry level jobs in private sector in urban centers. She has also worked on 
implementing a direct- action community level learning pilot in Kashmir valley aimed at 
creating better opportunities for disadvantaged children and youth through innovative 
educational programs, counseling and referral services. 

 
She has worked for UNDP, Johns Hopkins University and different non-profits in the past. She 
holds a Master’s in Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University. 
 

 


